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Our Pioneers: The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
In history, there is always mention of founding fathers. The
same is true for our neighborhood, as recognition is often
given to Clement DeLore de Treget for founding the
Carondelet settlement in 1767.
There are, however, extraordinary moments of history where
we celebrate our foremothers. In our case — it would be the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.
Carondelet Community Betterment Federation (CCBF) and
its chairman Tom Purcell, along with Mayor Francis Slay and Alderman Tom Villa, did just that on
May 29. CCBF held a reception at Bluffs on Broadway to commemorate the visionary leadership of
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet and their commitment to the Carondelet community.
The Sisters have been long-time supporters of the area, through compassion, service and change.
Mayor Francis Slay acknowledged the magnitude of their influence, "The Sisters of St. Joseph have
illustrated tremendous dedication to the Carondelet neighborhood through their actions and service
to others. With the Sisters' commitment to the area and to the CCBF, Carondelet has seen
significant growth in both public and private investments. Their efforts not only better this particular
community, but they in turn better the City of St. Louis."
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Beginning as early as 1836, Carondelet has benefited
from the order’s guidance. Since that time, the sisters
have been resolute in creating opportunities in
education and higher learning, improving the health
and welfare of seniors, promoting literacy, and
supporting arts and culture. Institutions such as
Fontbonne University, the St. Joseph Institute for the
Deaf, and St. Joseph’s Academy all had their start with
the Sisters.

Our Pioneers: The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
(continued from page 1)

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet leadership
was also exemplified in 1971, when it started CCBF to
address the problems facing Carondelet. With the
inception of the organization, the Sisters created a
senior home repair program, senior center, food and
literacy outreach, and established the Carondelet
summer concerts.
The Sisters also worked closely with residents,
organizations and businesses to reach its goals.
This work was done through the foresight of
Sr. Marie Charles Buford, CSJ, who served as CCBF’s
first Executive Director from 1971 through 2007.
Sr. Mary Ann Nestel, CSJ, who served as Executive
Director from 2007 through Spring 2014, and currently
serves as CCBF’s Fundraising Director, continues the
mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph.
Sister Marie Charles, Sister Mary Ann, and the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Carondelet have and continue to be
steadfast in their actions. A resourceful group of
dedicated women, the organization effectively
communicates what needs to be done, mobilizes
people to action, gathers resources, and fosters a
climate for change.
With their support, Carondelet continues to grow.
Recent area developments include:
 Restoration of the Carondelet Library

 Loughborough Commons Shopping Center
 Family Care Health Center
 Carondelet Park Rec Plex
 Carondelet Commons Development
Sr. Marie Charles Buford, CSJ, Sr. Mary Ann Nestel,
CSJ, and the Sisters of St. Joseph are a great resource
to our community. Without their dedication, CCBF and
our neighborhood would not be where it is today.
To commemorate the Sisters’ dedication to Carondelet
and the St. Louis community, a tree will be planted in
their honor at Sr. Marie Charles Buford Park.
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Spotlight: Claire and Olivia Rosentreter

Holiday Adoption Program

The concerts in Carondelet Park have gained new
help this summer from Carondelet residents, Claire
(17) and Olivia (15) Rosentreter. As concert
volunteers these young ladies attend all the concerts,
pass out this newsletter and flyers for future concerts,
help collect the donations from the audience, set up
banners and water, and “whatever else Ms. George
asks”. These girls first got involved through Carolyn
George, a neighbor who they have known since they
were little. Carolyn has been working with the
concerts for 16 years and encouraged the girls to help
out for service hours.
Olivia (left) and Claire (center)
with CCBF/CBA Marketing Intern,
and Metro graduate,
Grace Dearing.

Olivia is an incoming freshman at Metro High School
and Claire will be finishing her last year in the St. Louis
Public Schools at Metro as well. A graduation
requirement for both girls is to complete 300 volunteer hours to ensure that every student at
Metro has the hours that may be required by colleges when applying. Coming from a small
school like Metro, Claire said she is looking at many big state universities and meanwhile she
is striving for the International Baccalaureate Diploma and is taking many challenging upper
level courses. One requirement of the IB program is a Creative Action Service project that
requires 150 more hours of volunteer work. Claire hopes that working with Carondelet
concerts will be a fun way to satisfy this criteria.
The girls say that they live in Carondelet – twice! – by spending time at both parents houses
in the neighborhood. They are very active in the neighborhood. When asked about one
favorite place in Carondelet both immediately responded with Stacked, the burger bar on
Ivory, bragging that they have tried “basically everything on the menu” and often stop by after
concerts. Claire also volunteers at the YMCA doing child watch. Together the girls watched a
lot of the comedy sitcom Parks and Recreation this summer and have compared working the
concerts to being like the characters in the show who work in the community to keep the
parks busy. “Ms. George is basically Leslie Knope to us,” said the girls. Like Leslie Knope,
Ms. George has incredible passion for her community and through her guidance Claire and
Olivia have gotten more involved in the parks and the neighborhood. –Grace Dearing

CCBF is gearing up for its
Holiday Adoption Program which
provides St. Louis City families
with food, clothing, household
goods, and toys for the holidays.
Last year, more than 100 families
were adopted for Christmas by
CCBF and its dedicated donors.
Additionally, 100 families
received assistance through 100
Neediest Cases.
We want to continue the success
of our program and would not be
able to do so without the help of
others.
Here’s our holiday Wish List:


Food Baskets



Funds for Utility Assistance



Gifts for Families



Gift Wrappers

If you would like to send a gift or
donate your time for the adoption
program, please contact Kelly
Wamhoff or Genise Lay at
(314) 752-6339.

26th Annual Concerts in the Park
The 26th annual concert series started with a blast! Don’t forget to attend the concerts this month! Visit
www.carondeletliving.com to view the concert schedule.

Thank you to our Concert Sponsors!
Regional Arts Commission

Alderman Tom Villa, 11th Ward

City of St. Louis Parks Department

Carondelet Business Association

Carondelet Public Library

ICL Performance Products

Bowersox Insurance Agency

Carondelet Leadership Academy

Southern Commercial Bank

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet

Ribaudo’s Auto Repair

O.W. Rathbone Hardware

Italgrani USA

Boy Scout Troop 52

Arthur Jackson

Great Rivers Saloon

Dr. Kenneth Osia, Compton Chiropractic
Jake Schillinger, State Farm Insurance
3

Murals Program: Artist Depicts Urban Farming
It’s easy to see how CCBF’s most recent Murals on Broadway artist
Matthew Skinner became inspired when he came up with the idea for
Carondelet’s 5th mural. Completed in June 2014, Skinner drew his
inspiration for the mural from the space located adjacent to it. Entitled
“Urban Life” the mural reflects the irony and creativity behind property
use in the city. The lot, which was once vacant, is now an urban farm—
a source of produce and sustainable living.
The mural is a great addition to the collection of murals along
S. Broadway as it complements a distinctive feature of the
neighborhood.
Skinner recently graduated from Washington University with a Masters
Degree in Architecture. He said that he has been drawing since he was
four but just recently started using paint as a medium. He also has
experience designing sets for school productions and confesses this is
his first attempt at painting an exterior mural. Skinner noted some
challenges to working outdoors: anticipating rain and operating a scissor
lift for the first time ever, not to mention on soft, uneven ground.

Visit the mural at 7000 S. Broadway @ Quincy

When asked if mural work ties into his field of study and professional
plans, he stated that “Architecture is technical while the mural is artistic,
but they both deal with changing or enhancing the environment, use of
space, its function, and affecting people’s experience in space.”
Despite the technical differences, Skinner enjoys painting murals. If
given the opportunity, he would do it again.
CCBF congratulates Matthew on a job well done and for recently
obtaining a position at Trivers Associates!
For more information about our Murals on Broadway program or to
submit a proposal, contact Kelly Wamhoff at (314) 752-6339 or visit
www.carondeletliving.com/murals.html.

Murals on Broadway Artist Matthew Skinner

Every child is an artist.
Pablo Picasso
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Skinner’s earlier drawings
(on the right)
[1] at age 5
[2] at age 8
[3] at age 11
[4] at age 13
[5] at age 17
[6] at age 18
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Minor Home
Repair Program
CCBF is accepting
applications for its
Minor Home Repair Program
for Seniors.
Eligibility Requirements:






Senior Citizen, 60 years of
age or older
Resident of Carondelet
service area
Own and live in home within
the service area

For more information, call
George Kindler at (314) 7256339.
The Home Repair Program
is funded by SLAAA and the
Daughters of Charity
Foundation.

Habitat for Humanity Saint Louis Helps
Family Build Its American Dream
Working hard doesn’t always guarantee the fulfillment of the American Dream.
Janvier and Aline pursued their dream of a better life thousands of miles from
Congo to the United States, settling in St. Louis. While Aline worked as a laundry
attendant, Janvier worked as a dishwasher at a local restaurant. They were
making ends meet, but they wanted more for their family.
In 2011Janvier and Aline did something remarkable; they purchased their own
home in Carondelet through Habitat for Humanity Saint Louis (HFHSL). It was a
dream come true to raise their four children ages six to eighteen in the safety of a
home they could call their own.
Buying a home through HFHSL took a big commitment from both of them. Each of
them had to put in 350 hours of “sweat equity” volunteer hours, working on the
construction site at their home and taking classes on homeownership. They had to
qualify for a no-profit 30-year mortgage. Their sacrifices were all worth it on the
day they moved into their own home.
Four years later and settled into their lives as active members of Carondelet, Aline
and Janvier are happy in their new neighborhood. “I like Carondelet,” Aline shares.
“It is quiet, we have nice parks, and stores that are easy to get to.”

Customer comments about
CCBF’s Repair Program:
George was very helpful!
— Eleanor
With your help, I am able to spend
quality time in my senior years,
living in my own home.
— Betty

In addition to the satisfaction of paying a mortgage instead of rent, some little
luxuries have made homeownership a pleasure. “I like being able to do the
washing at home and having a fenced in yard where the children can play and be
safe. Our life is good here.”
In 2014, HFHSL plans to build and rehab 25 houses throughout St. Louis City and
County. In order to reach this goal, they need the support of the community.
HFHSL is responsible for raising over 95% of their funding locally, which means
that every donation makes a meaningful difference for hardworking families of
modest means like Janvier and Aline, who simply want a chance to build their own
American Dream.
For more information about Habitat for Humanity St. Louis, visit
www.habitatSTL.org.
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NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
Alderman Tom Villa

AgraForm LLC

3847 Holly Hills Blvd., 63116
314-353-7225
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/

133 E. Krauss St., 63111
314-353-5325
www.agraform.com

A.M. Salon Equipment
3841 Wilmington Ave., 63111
314-481-6500
www.amsalonequipment.com

Bowersox Insurance Agency

Are We There Yet LLC

Dr. David J. Borgmeyer DDS

5902 Columbia Ave., 63139
314-304-3508
www.arewethereyetdea.com

5914 Leona St., 63116
314-351-6554

3537 S. Kingshighway Ave., 63139
314-832-8010
www.biaco.com

Compton Chiropractic Center

Crawford Tire & Auto Center

5600 S. Compton Ave., 63111
314-351-6308
http://www.doctorosia.com

4759 Nebraska Ave., 63111
314-351-3303

Doc Holloways Auto Repair

Eugene G. Schaller Realty

6000 S. Grand Blvd., 63111
314-352-9494

7419 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-832-6100

Car Anth MFC
4204 Miami St., 63116
314-771-0468
www.car-anth.com

Degenhardt
Heating & Cooling
7624 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-631-1554

1827 S. Kingshighway Ave., 63110
314-966-3388

Frank’s 1st Alarm Bar & Grill Frenchie’s Auto Parts
7800 Virginia Ave., 63111
& Salvage
314-638-9272
7510 Reilly St., 63111
314-638-2241

The Goodie Shop

Grand Wok Inc.

Halfway Haus

7421 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-288-8152

5612 S. Grand Blvd., 63111
314-352-0611

7900 Michigan Ave., 63111
314-256-0101

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish

Industrial Wiping Cloths

ICL Performance
Products LP
8201 Idaho Ave., 63111
314-577-1600

Immanuel Evangelical
Free Church
4919 Minnesota Ave., 63111
314-660-9040
www.immanuelstl.com

4092 Blow St., 63116
314-481-7543
www.ihm-stl.org

Italgrani USA
7900 Van Buren St., 63111
314-633-3812
www.italgraniusa.com

8122 Reilly Ave., 63111
314-533-6006

Jake Schillinger
State Farm Insurance
5229 S. Grand Blvd., 63111
314-832-2880

Kardell Plumbing Inc.

Kriegel & Ituarte P.C.

Love My Pet LLC

5624 S. Compton Ave., 63111
314-352-2202

6100 S. Grand Blvd., 63111
314-352-0505

911 Bellerive Blvd., 63111
314-776-3392
www.lovemypetllc.com

Become a business member of CCBF!
Sign up today at http://www.carondeletliving.com/faqcontact.html

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

McGuire Moving & Storage

Mound City Screw Products

8645 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-241-0600
www.mcguiremoving.com

525 Bates St., 63111
314-481-9243

O.W. Rathbone Hardware

Pooh’s Corner Bar & Grill

7625 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-638-6464

6023 Virginia Ave., 63111
314-351-5313

RE Source LLC

Red’s 8th Inning

Reflex Media Solutions

6721 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-351-4099
www.RESourceSTLouis.com

6412 Michigan Ave., 63111
314-353-1084

7401 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-853-3621
http://www.reflexmediasolutions.com

Reinhold Electric Inc.

Ribaudo’s Auto Repair

Riley Ready Mix & Materials

2511 Lemay Ferry Rd., 63125
314-631-1158
www.reinholdelectric.com

5400 S. Grand Blvd., 63111
314-353-0202

8000 Ivory Ave., 63111
314-638-0922
www.rileyreadymix.com

Lutheran Senior Services
In Home Services
1150 Hanley Industrial Ct., 63144
314-963-3430
www.lssinhomeservices.org

Muschany Chiropractic
Clinic
7817 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-638-4511

St. Trinity Lutheran Church
St. Louis Altenheim
5408 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-353-7225
http://altenheim-stlouis.com

Sisters of St. Joseph
of Carondelet
6400 Minnesota Ave., 63111
314-481-8800
www.csjsl.org

Southern Metal
Processing
6400 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-481-2800
www.southernmetalprocessing.com

Western Blow Pipe Inc.
5922 S. Broadway Ave., 63111
314-832-5700
www.westernblowpipe.net

Carondelet Branch Library

517 Koeln St., 63111
314-353-3276
www.sainttrinity.org

6800 Michigan Ave., 63111
314-752-9224
www.slpl.org

Southern Commercial Bank

Southern Floral Shop

5515 S. Grand Blvd., 63111
314-481-6800
www.southerncommercialbankstl.com

7400 Michigan Ave., 63111
314-353-7400
www.southernfloral.com

Superior Industrial Supply

Unico Inc.

8525 Vulcan St., 63111
314-638-6500
www.sisupply.com

7401 Alabama Ave., 63111
314-481-9000
www.unicosystem.com

Hummel Provides Update on 2014 Legislative Session
In recent years, there has been a major push in the Republican-controlled Missouri General Assembly to roll back the hard-won
rights of labor unions and working families. During the 2014 legislative session, which ended last month, we successfully
blocked several anti-worker bills from becoming law.
Stopping the deceptively named “right-to-work” bill in the House of Representatives was a major victory and one that was
achieved with bipartisan support. Missouri voters overwhelmingly rejected right to work, which would make it difficult to form and
maintain labor unions, when it went on the ballot in 1978. Although 36 years have passed, it remains the wrong policy for our
state.
Unfortunately, for the second straight year we were unable to make progress on Medicaid expansion legislation that would
pump billions of dollars into Missouri’s economy and create more than 24,000 new jobs.
Under the federal Affordable Care Act, states can expand their Medicaid eligibility threshold to 138 percent of the federal poverty
level – an annual income of $32,500 for a family of four or $15,856 for an individual – and the federal government will pay the
full cost of the expansion until 2017 and at least 90 percent of the cost thereafter. As a result, Missouri will lose out on nearly $2
billion in federal health care spending for the upcoming fiscal year.
The Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the state’s other major business groups support expansion because of
the economic benefits it will bring to our state.
Although the failure to get it across the finish line this year is frustrating, Medicaid expansion is inevitable. Opponents can say
“no” to new jobs and economic growth for only so long. Their resistance is going to end sooner rather than later.
Thank you for allowing me to serve you in the 81st District. It is an honor!
Jake Hummel
House Minority Floor Leader

Did you know?
Message from Alderman Villa
The current session of the St.
Louis Board of Aldermen
convened on Tuesday, April 15,
2014 and we broke for summer
recess on Friday, July 11, 2014.

An interesting ordinance was
passed to repeal the chapters of
the city code that prohibited the
activity of fortunetellers. St. Louis
County had no such provision.

Among the more interesting Bills
sent to Mayor Slay’s Office for
his signature was an ordinance
pertaining to the adoption of a
policy supporting the practice
of the Trap-Neuter-Return
(TNR) of feral cats in our city
neighborhoods. This ordinance
seems like a sane and safe
approach to the proliferation of
unwanted animals.

Please study the ballot issues on
the general election ballet on
Tuesday, November 4, 2014 and
exercise your right to vote.

One ordinance has the city
receiving $200,000 from the
Metro Bus System to provide
trash removal services at Metro
Bus stops. This problem could be
solved if riders would just put the
trash in the can.
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Missouri gets its name from a tribe of Sioux
Indians of the state called the Missouris. The
Smithsonian Institution Bureau of American
Ethnology has said that the name means
"town of the large canoes," and authorities
have said the Indian syllables from which the
word comes mean "wooden canoe people" or
"he of the big canoe."



In the first quarter of 2014, Missouri had the
16th lowest cost of living in the U.S.



In 2010 Missouri had a total resident
population of 5,988,927, ranking Missouri
18th among all U.S. states and net growth of
393,716 persons between 2000 and 2010.



According to the 2006-2010 American
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 5.9
percent (326,142) of Missouri’s population
ages five and over speak language other than
English at home. The five most common
non-English languages spoken in Missouri
homes were Spanish and Spanish Creole
(2.7%), German (0.4%), Chinese (0.3%),
French including Patois and Cajun (0.3%)
and Vietnamese (0.2%).

Feel free to contact me if you have
any questions or concerns.
Thomas Albert Villa
Alderman 11th Ward
Phone: (314) 622-3287
Fax: (314) 622-4273
Email: VillaT@stlouis-mo.gov

Sources:

http://www.mo.gov/#about-missouri
http://www.missourieconomy.org/index.stm

Save the Dates!
The Rum Luck of the Irish —August 22, 23 & 24
@ Ivory Theatre, 7620 Michigan
More information: http://www.ivorytheatrestl.com/

Business Luncheon—December 5 @ 11:45 AM
@ Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, 6400 Minnesota
$10 per person; call (314) 752-6339 to RSVP

Business Luncheon—September 5 @ 11:45 AM
@ Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
6400 Minnesota
$10 per person; call (314) 752-6339 to RSVP

CCBF Christmas Concert
Wind Symphony—December 7 @ Ivory Theatre
Call (314) 752-6339 for more information

Bellerive Days Yard Sale—September 20 @ 8AM until
Property Maps Located @ 900 Bellerive
Call New Covenant Church at (314) 353 -7879

CBA Pictures with Santa—December 13, 10 AM to 2 PM
@ Reflex Media Solutions, 7401 S. Broadway
For information, contact: Jim Meyer @ (314) 633-3812

Neighborhood Meeting—November 6 @ 7 PM
@ Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
CSJ Ministry Center, 6400 Minnesota

October 18
Carondelet Leadership Academy
7604 Michigan
Tickets $20 each
Call (314) 752-6339
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Carondelet Leadership Academy Celebrates Milestone
with Eyes on the Future
Carondelet Leadership Academy –
a tuition-free, independent public school
sponsored by the University of MissouriColumbia – celebrated a milestone on
Tuesday, June 3rd, when the
neighborhood school held its first
promotion ceremony. St. Louis Mayor
Francis G. Slay gave the keynote address
at the Ivory Theatre on CLA’s historic
campus, where 26 eighth graders walked
across the stage to receive their diplomas
before moving on to high school.

In a few short years CLA has
expanded its grade level offerings to
span from kindergarten all the way
through eighth grade. This fall the
school will welcome its kindergarten
class, which will be housed in the
campus’ renovated rectory, where
students will receive early childhood
instruction in a state-of-the-art
environment. Coffin says she looks
forward to the 2020 promotion ceremony,
as it will be the first class to have
attended the school for the full nine years.

Among the high schools CLA students will
be attending are: Carnahan High of the
Future, Cleveland ROTC, Metro
Academic and Classical Studies, Soldan
High School, Central Visual and
Performing Arts and Cardinal Ritter.

In the meantime, Coffin continues to
guide the public charter school, which is
a deliberate departure from the rigidity
imposed by cookie-cutter public school
formulas. She notes that while a lot has
been lost in the traditional public school
“Carondelet Leadership Academy opened setting, CLA seeks to recreate the
its doors four years ago and we have a
neighborhood school and recapture that
lot to celebrate,” said Patrice Coffin,
sense of community and spirit of “We’re
Ed.S., Executive Director, Carondelet
All In This Together” that helped mold so
Leadership Academy. “We have always
many of today’s leaders.
believed that education isn’t one-size-fits
all and that children have different needs Carondelet Leadership Academy prides
and learning styles. I believe our success itself on investing in the whole child – not
is largely attributed to our commitment to just his or her academics. To that end,
individualized instruction and of course,
the school offers a variety of before and
our dedicated staff and the sense they
after school programs, including Girls on
have of building something bigger than
the Run, Running Rebels, robotics and
themselves.”
more. As much as possible, CLA is

committed to complementing classroom
learning with real world lessons, so field
trips are planned throughout the year.
Additionally, CLA has certified
counselors, learning disability specialists,
speech pathologists and occupational
therapists all on-staff, not contracted out,
so children build trusting relationships,
a solid foundation for improvement.
As CLA continues to thrive and grow, so
too does its reputation and accordingly,
its enrollment. Classes for the coming
school year are filling up so interested
parents are encouraged to schedule a
visit and get their children enrolled as
soon as possible. Appointments can be
made by calling 314-802-8744.
Additional information is available at
www.stlclacademy.org.

Call for Membership to CCBF
Have you considered becoming a member of CCBF? Membership is voluntary and open to all
members of the community. It’s an invaluable way to show your support for the Carondelet
neighborhood. For a small donation, you are able to:
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Support community programs and initiatives such as CCBF’s food
pantry and summer concert series



Meet neighbors and community partners at CCBF’s Annual Member BBQ



Receive the quarterly newsletter



Obtain a discounted ticket to CCBF’s Trivia Night



Receive updates on Community events/meetings

Lenly George Weathers
June 4, 1926—January 16, 2014
Lenly G. Weathers was a big man; a big man in personality, curiosity, compassion and spirituality. Born in 1926, he was
just 17 when he joined the U.S. Navy, where he served in the Pacific Theater. Upon his discharge, he came back to St.
Louis, where he began his career in the insurance industry. He married his dear wife Shirley [Poepping] in 1953, and
raised five children and welcomed eight grandchildren.
Len’s career was in insurance, but his passion was neighborhood and city improvement. He co-founded CCBF in 1971.
Len earned a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree from Saint Louis University in Urban Studies, and volunteered his time and
energy to several neighborhood and city-wide organizations including: The Community Development Agency, St. Louis
Philanthropic and St. Vincent de Paul.
Len loved life and he loved people, making life-long friendships well into his 80’s. All of us here have been touched by

the “life force” named Lenly G. Weathers.

Then and Now: The Carondelet Historical Society
The Carondelet Historical Society was
founded in 1967 with 353 charter
members, active citizens and civic
leaders who shared a common interest
in perpetuating the heritage of their
remarkable community.
Before it was a south-city neighborhood,
Carondelet developed in parallel with St.
Louis; it was an independent settlement
founded in 1767 by French settler
Clément Delor de Treget. Many notable
events mark the history of Carondelet,
from the transfer of the Louisiana
Territory to the United States in 1804, to
the sale of land that would become
Jefferson Barracks to the US
government in 1826, to the building of
Union ironclads by James Eads during
the Civil War; but perhaps most
remarkable was the founding in 1873 of
Des Peres School by Susan Blow
(daughter of diplomat and
congressman Henry Blow, whose family
owned and was central in the trial and
eventual liberation of Dred Scott). It was

the first continuous public school
kindergarten in the United States.

Between its
closure as a
school in the
It is in the former Des Peres School
1930s and
building that the Carondelet Historical
CHS’s
Society has found its home. The building occupancy, the Des Peres School buildwas purchased in 1981 and added to the ing served a variety of functions, most
National Register of Historic Places in
notably as the LaVerne Park reception
1982.
hall and as a warehouse for Cook’s
Market; time and use took a toll on the
There are several permanent exhibits in
building’s condition and funded entirely
the Carondelet Historic Center. The
through donations by members and
Susan Blow Kindergarten Room is on
friends, the Carondelet Historical Society
the first floor; it is maintained as it
has undertaken extensive renovations
appeared in the 19th Century and
over the last three decades in order to
features “Froebel’s Gifts,” pedagogical
restore the building to its original
materials developed by the German
appearance. Much of the work has been
creator of the kindergarten movement,
accomplished by skilled volunteer
Friedrich Froebel. Encompassing the
members, while major construction has
first floor hallway and both staircases is
been awarded to local contractors.
the Wall of Honor which honors local
Several noteworthy projects have been
veterans with individual photos; service
completed in the new millennium,
members honored range from the Civil
including the opening and restoration of
War to recent conflicts in the Middle
bricked-in windows, the construction of
East. The second floor houses the
the Bouchein Library, the addition of an
Cleveland High School Room, the
elevator to serve all three levels of the
Heritage Room (featuring furnishings
building, major technological and
from the 19th-early 20th centuries), and
archival upgrades, and, most recently,
Memory Lane, a “Street of Storefronts”
the installation of façade corbels. The
that features every imaginable consumer
Carondelet Historical Society will
good, from toys to tools to an
continue to restore the Des Peres
old-fashioned butcher shop. There are
School building and to present the
additionally numerous small exhibits
heritage of historic Carondelet to new
throughout the building’s three levels.
generations.
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Carondelet Community Newsletter

CCBF Membership Application
Memberships are open to any member of the community. New memberships are
valid for 12 months after activation, unless otherwise indicated.
Yes, I would like to become a member (select membership type below):
Make checks payable to: CCBF, 6408 Michigan Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63111

Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information about our
services or to volunteer.

____Individual Membership—$10

____ Business Membership—$50

Carondelet Community
Betterment Federation

Includes newsletter and notice of
neighborhood events by mail/email and
Annual BBQ

Includes newsletter, newsletter
sponsorship, notice of meetings, and
weblink presence on CCBF’s website

(314) 752-6339

Individual Name
Business Name
Business Contact
Full Address
Phone
Email
Website

Visit us on the web at
www.carondeletliving.com
Find us on Social Media!

